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peaceful affair. We do not believe in the sacred-
ness of human life.' Is not that fascism?"
"Yes, it is the same thing,"
"You have also written: 'Unless fascism were
a faith, how could it arouse the fire of enthusiasm ?'
Is not that communism ?"
He nodded assent, saying: "Such affinities do
not trouble me."
"It follows, then, does it not, that the faith
which both you and the Russians demand and
find distinguishes your respective systems from
all others?"
"Yes," he said, "and more than that. In
negative matters as well we are like one another;
both we and the Russians are opposed to the
liberals, to the democrats, to parliament."
"In 1919 or 1920 you wrote that Lenin had
freed Russia from the autocracy, and you foretold
that some day that country would become the
most productive in all the world."
"Is not my prophecy already on the way to
being fulfilled?" asked Mussolini.
"Lenin must have known you personally. I
have heard that he said to the Italians: 'Why did
you lose Mussolini?'"
"Yes, it is true that Lenin said that. I can't
remember whether I met him in Ziirich with the
others. You know that they were continually
150